
 
THE SEVEN ELEMENTS OF MUSIC 

 
 
Because music is a multi-dimensional (see, hear, feel) and multimedia phenomenon, a musical 
composition can be described on several levels.   
 
The elements of music can be thought of as the building blocks of music that will help you 
understand and describe any style/genre of music—from Classical to Gospel to Rock to 
Country to Hip-Hop. Just as a cell phone has several elements that make it useful (screen, Wi-
Fi, text, talk, email) music has seven elements that make it enjoyable. 
 
When you listen closely to music you can hear more than you may imagine with some 
knowledge about the seven music elements. You may analyze the music, but most people are 
more interested in how it makes them feel. However, the more you understand the music, the 
more you can appreciate the music.  
 
Composers and musicians use the seven elements of music.  They manipulate the elements to 
create the music you enjoy. Let’s define the elements of music. 
 
 

Elements of Music: the qualities and concepts that make up music 
 

 

 

Some phones have superior features and elements 
compared to other phones. Songs also have stronger and 
weaker elements which are combined to make the 
composition.  

For example, Rock music is often associated with a strong 
pounding rhythm and loud dynamics. These two elements 
are featured strongly in most hard rock songs. 

 



 
THE SEVEN ELEMENTS OF MUSIC 

 
1. Pitch: (Melody) How high or low a sound is. 

 
2. Rhythm: (Duration) How long is the sound held over an underlying beat 

 
3. Dynamics: (Volume) How loud or soft the sound is.  

 
4. Harmony: The relationship between two or more notes sounded together.  

 
5. Texture: How thick or thin the music is—how many layers. 

• Monophonic  
• Homophonic 
• Polyphonic  

 
6. Timbre (pronounced ‘tamber’): (Tone Quality/Color) The specific sound quality that 

makes each instrument or voice distinctive. (Think: what makes a flute sound like a flute 
and not a drum.) 

 
7. Form: (Structure) How the music is organized into sections; the “plan”. 

 
 

 
Why are the elements of music important?   Two Reasons! 

 
1. Performing & Analyzing Music – Understanding the musical elements enables you to 
understand a piece of music either for a performance or for analysis. As you can 
understand the music better you will perform it better. 

2. Composing Music – Musical elements are the “composer’s toolbox.” Going back to the 
phone analogy: the better you understand your phone’s features, the better you can use 
the phone. Musically, without a clear grasp of the elements of music, the ability to write 
music will be seriously compromised and you will not be able to reach your potential as a 
composer (regardless of the style/genre you want to write in). 


