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LGPE is sponsored by the Georgia Music Educators Association and stands for Large Group Performance Evaluation. If 
LGPE is new to you, think of it like the Milestones for chorus.  This is one of our most exciting events of the year!  LGPE gives 
our chorus students the experience of preparing a program consisting of two pieces that will be critiqued by a panel of judges. 
Ensembles that participate should have at least 17 members to perform.  
 
These events are public evaluations; you are welcome to come and watch. There are usually students, directors, and parents 
from many different schools in the audience. Each group performance is evaluated by a panel of 3 judges. Sight-Reading has 
a separate judge.  
 
The judges have score sheets for each ensemble. Each element of judging criteria is based on the National and State Music 
Standards. These are elements worked on from the beginning of the year; we rarely work on the standards separately for they 
overlap during each piece of music. It is possible to choose selections that focus on a specific idea but we are always working 
on breathing techniques, tone, and intonation.  
 
The selection of repertoire may be the greatest challenge of the entire evaluation. Part of the director’s responsibility is to 
choose the level an ensemble will participate in for the evaluation. Not all groups are created equally so it is on the director to 
determine the level of the group and choose appropriate music for that level. GMEA provides a list of repertoire and each 
group must perform at least one selection from the provided list at the level for which they enter. It is a challenge each year to 
determine the level of the group and then choose appropriately challenging music they can perform to the best of their 
abilities. Below are the ratings that are obtained from the ensembles for the performance and sight-reading at LGPE: 
 
Superior (1): Outstanding performance. Worthy of distinction of being recognized as among the very best. 

Excellent (2): Unusually good performance in many respects, but not worthy of the highest rating due to minor defects. A performance of 

distinctive quality. 

Good (3): A good performance, but not one that is outstanding. Shows accomplishment and marked promise, but lacks one or more 

essential qualities. 

Fair (4): A performance that shows some obvious weaknesses, generally weak and uncertain. 

Poor (5): A performance which reveals much room for improvement. The students reveal almost a complete lack of preparedness and 

understanding. 

 
The final component of LGPE is the sight-reading portion. It is expected in our music classrooms that we work on sight-
reading skills; not only should each individual be able to read, but the group should read at a certain level. In this portion the 
students AND conductor are handed a piece of music at the corresponding performing level. The ensemble will then be given 
a preset amount of time to work on the examples using skills developed in class. At the end of the time, the ensemble will 
perform the example live for the sight-reading judge. The ensemble is graded on this performance and practice. It is important 
to note that a portion of the grade is based on their practicing. This part of the process is most important, for without a 
competent reading method, they will not be able to read the music.  
 
As you can see there are many, many elements that go into this evaluation and it is no small feat to high ratings. It is a huge 
honor that we do not take lightly here at Dickerson. I hope that this information clarifies the event and allows you a behind-the-
scenes look at what goes on in the music classrooms.  
 
Thank you for all you do to enable your child to participate and learn in this way. I greatly appreciate your support of the chorus 
program.  Dickerson Chorus students are the best! 
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Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parents, please initial all below: 

 
______ I understand that the appropriate concert attire for the LGPE performance is: 
 White button-down, black cummerbund, black bowtie, black tux pants, black dress shoes, black socks OR 
 Chorus dress, black dress shoes 
 ALL: NO ATHLETIC SHOES, BOOTS, OR FLIP-FLOPS!!! 
 
______ I understand that part of this experience includes the mock LGPE on Monday, February 27 during the school day.    
             Uniforms will not be worn for the mock LGPE. 

 
______ I/my designee will pick up my child at Dickerson Middle School the evening of March 6 after the LGPE event.  
 
 
Parent/Designee Name: ________________________________ Parent/Designee Phone Number: _________________ 

 
 

I have understand the schedule for LGPE and the preparation it will take, including the mock LGPE the week prior to the 
event, and the time commitment on the day of the event. I realize that both the mock LGPE on Feb. 27 and the LGPE 

event are big grades for this class. Excused absence make-up guidelines apply, as stated in the choral handbook. 
 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________     Date: ______________________ 
 

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________     Date: ______________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Monday, February 27 MOCK LGPE Schedule 

Students will wear regular clothes to school and perform during their class period. Sixth grade will combine to perform 
together during second period. 

Monday, March 6 LGPE Schedule 

Students arrive at Dickerson at regular school time, drop off dresses/tuxes in chorus room, and attend first few classes.  

12:30PM: Eighth Grade women meet in chorus room with all belongings (bring a water bottle) and CHANGE into uniforms 
during class. 

1:24PM: Seventh and Eighth Grade men meet in chorus room with all belongings (bring a water bottle) and CHANGE into 
uniforms. 

1:45PM: Load buses and leave for Burnt Hickory Baptist Church (5145 Due West Rd. Powder Springs) 

2:15/30PM: Arrive and watch other groups perform. 

3:00PM: Eighth Grade Women’s Chorus LGPE 

4:45PM: Seventh & Eighth Grade Men Chorus LGPE 

5:45PM: Leave for Dickerson. 

6:15/30PM Arrive at Dickerson. 

_____ I am available to chaperone the Dickerson Chorus at LGPE.  
           *You will receive an email with further details* 
 
Name: __________________________________________   Email Address: _____________________________________ 


